The Commander, Naval Service Training Command takes pleasure

in presenting the MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT RIBBON to

CADET/LIEUTENANT JUNIOR GRADE

DONALD M. HEATH
NAVAL JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER’S TRAINING CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

“For outstanding meritorious achievement while serving as a cadet in the NJROTC Unit, Pamlico County High School on 01 February 2008.
     Returning home from school following a thunderstorm, Cadet Heath was riding as a passenger in his brother’s automobile when it hydroplaned and left the highway.  The car came to rest upside down and nearly completely submerged in a canal.  Cadet Heath initially freed himself and exited the vehicle.  Upon realizing that his older brother and nine-year old sister were still trapped inside, Cadet Heath reentered the vehicle and immediately set forth releasing the other occupants.  He was quickly successful unbuckling his sister, but the car window would not roll entirely down.  As a result, the youngster was unable to escape through it.  Cadet Heath kept his composure and was able to open the car door.  He took his sister to the surface and placed her on the car’s undercarriage which was barely penetrating the water.  Then with precious little time left, he once again returned to the car’s interior and assisted in his brother’s escape.  After ensuring his brother and sister were safe, Cadet Heath made his way to the roadway and flagged down a passing motorist.  Cadet Heath’s quick thinking, steadfast composure, and self-confidence undoubtedly prevented serious injury or perhaps death.
     By his outstanding meritorious achievements, Cadet Donald M. Heath reflected great credit upon himself, his school, and the Naval Junior Reserve Officer’s Training Corps Program.”

A. O. LOTRING

